Dear Tony, 


5/24/89 


’Debbie Robert did phone me when she was supposed to, explained her circumstance* , 
and I agreed for her to return the transcribing machine when it was less inconvenient for 
her. She phoned again the other day afteipj apparently, hearing from you, and is to return 
it this coming weekend when she does not have to work. As I'd told you when I loaned it to 
you, I don’t use it very often. The problem was that when x did need it I did not have it, 
could not get it, and as a result could not use it when I annotated five books. The annota- 
tions as a result are on four of the books only and typing them, under my circumstances, 
of which you know, was quite uncomfortable and time-c4nsuming with the fifth. 

In all respects your letter of the fifth is self-serving and I do not accept what 
you say, with regard to this or to the agreement you did not live up to, 

You say you could not have handled the return of the machine more expeditiously. If 
you had wanted to, if you had given a dgan about anything except your own convenience and 
cheapness, this situation would not have"lSrdeveloped, You borrowed the machine only to 
learn whether or not it would be inefficient in tran scr ibing tapes of interviews. That was 
whan/- early 1988? When I heard you were about fo re/urn to Ireland I wrote you about 
returning it, Kathy had told us and written us that shd was coming and in the first letter 
in which I told you that I wanted none the King information used, which I've dug out 
because you claim you did not get it, w asked for the machine's return, 11/15/88, 

She was back. And phoned to let us know that you'd not allowed her enough time to cone here. 
And that is when I was first asked to annotate the first of the books, when I was just 
out of the hospital after the eye surgery and writing was particularly difficult and 
awkward for me. If you'd really cared and was pressed for time you ciuld have or could have 
had /&thy leave the machine with Jim, If you didn’t trust UPS, 

You speak for the first time of seeking a "collaborator" for me. We never discussed 
this, what we did discuss was the eaact opposite, and I don^t want and won*t have one* The 
agreement was ojjly for an assistant to do the searching and refiling and in /return for 
arranging this I agreed, that if I died before completing the book you would then have the 
right to use what you/T^ without performing, would use anyway. We did not even discuss how 
you would arrange for the assistance and it was some time before you got around to writing 
Lord, And I've no interest in having any mention of any of it in a book likely to get 

? jttention. If I thought such attention would be useful to me I'd not have turned Otmoor 
roductions down for that BBC program, 

It has come to the point where 1 just don t believe you. You try to blame this bad 
behavior on the disaster of a woman who'd worked for you, I'm talking about when you and 
Kathy got the mail yourselves, some time before you wfrrwfir returned to “‘’re land, ' , 

I have your word on the tapes that you would not use any of that material unless you 
arranged for the assistance I need and I expect you lo live up to your word, I therefore 
ask that you ret/un the tapes you made and any notes or transcriptions and to make no use 
whatsoever of any of it, 

I sent ^im a copy of my 11/15/88 letter and I'm also sending him a copy of this, 

X tried to help you in any way I could. In return you behaved badly and continue 
to. Obviously, I did not expect you to and I'm sorry you could. 



